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AUTISM AFFECTS ONE IN 68 NEW BORN
CHILDREN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
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Early detection leads to early intervention
Participate in a life-changing study...
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For further information,
please call Dr. Fouad Alshaban:
44956160, or e-mail him
at: falshaban@qf.org.qa.

We would like to thank you for your
time and effort in participating in this
research project.
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The questionnaires are usually filled by a parent, with follow up
assessments being carried out by the research team, free of
charge, should a full evaluation and diagnosis be appropriate.

Confidentiality:

Please be assured that the results of the screening process are
confidential, and will not be revealed to any member of the
school staff. You will be entitled to know the results through
direct personal communication with our research team.

In case you are willing to participate, please check the (yes) box
on the letter attached to this brochure, fill the questionnaires and
return it to the school.

For further information, please call Dr Fouad Alshaban: 44956160,
or e-mail him at: falshaban@qf.org.ga. We would like to thank you
for your time and effort in participating in this research project.
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(Autism Spectrum Disorder) '.

What is Autism?

Autism is a neurodevelopmental disorder that affects children
before they reach their third birthday. In most cases, symptoms
appear after the first year of life and are characterized by
impairments in communication, social interaction, and
monotonous repetitive behavior. The severity of the condition
ranges from the severe (Classic Autism, where the child has no
verbal communications and no social reciprocal interaction with
others, to the high functioning type (formerly known as Asperger
Syndrome).

What are the causes of Autism?

Until now no definite causes for Autism have been confirmed,
the disorder is considered to be multifactorial with genetic and
environmental causes. Among those environmental causes;
exposure of the pregnant mother to certain chemicals, drugs, and
some viral infections (i.e. German measles) might play a role in the
causation of this disorder.

How often does it occur?

The prevalence rate of Autism is increasing, with the current rate
more than tenfold compared to that of 30 years ago, now Autism
affects 1in 68 new born children throughout the world.

Is there any treatment for Autism?

Although there is no cure for Autism yet, early diagnosis with
intensive rehabilitation will improve the condition and offer
affected children better social and communication skills.

Aims of the study:

Our study aims to evaluate the prevalence rate of ASD in Qatar and
to detect the disorder among those with mild “high functioning’
type, whose diagnosis is usually missed in early childhood; such
diagnosis is preliminarily achieved using a special screening tool
that includes 40 questions concerning communication, social and
behavioral skills alongside interactive activities.
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